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The Museum as a Negotiator between Different Local Knowledges

Unlike the museum of modern art, the museum of contemporary art has a different function. The role of the museum of modern art was primarily to present art; the museum of contemporary art also strives towards greater performativity. If the modern art museum served a certain universal paradigm, a master narrative, and the hegemonic objectives of large Western institutions, the contemporary art museum and its production of local knowledges must enable local spaces to enter into equal dialogues with other spaces. One of the most essential questions in the establishment of new museum models is which knowledges must be taken into account in this process. The museum of contemporary art is a meeting point ensuring the accessibility of different knowledges and a profusion of participants. In similar ways it establishes new narratives which it presents in their plurality and no longer as universal. The new museum has therefore become an important negotiator between different local and global social agents, which can be compared with the concept of trans-modernity.
