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Learning Curve

Schooling isn’t usually considered a radical activity, but to many in the art field, it currently offers a romantic whiff of hope and renewal. For Dieter Lesage, we’re nearing a promising time when museums will commonly be run “as the exhibition facilities of nearby academies. If museums of contemporary arts desire to belong to the field of expanded academia, as indeed they seem to, this scenario makes perfect sense.” How do distinctive moments of pedagogy warp and become transfigured when the setting is that of visual art – and vice versa: how does art tend to change when the intention is pedagogical. Such are the stakes in the expanded-academic swerve: Nothing more or less than a revisiting of the infrastructures and situations through which we discuss, teach, circulate, and commemorate the art. In turn, the question is whether these infrastructures and situations help us reconsider traditional notions of knowledge and non-knowledge, text and image, etc. Needless to say, it’s fascinatingly hard to translate this educational turn into innovative curating, let alone innovative teaching, but the lecture will trace various attempts to do so, and revisit the theoretical backdrop they share, perhaps even venturing some modest proposals of its own.
