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Struggles for Common Space 

A scan of the issues concerning the current urban development of cities like Belgrade, Kotor, Novi Sad, Podgorica, Pristina, Pula, Skopje, Tirana, or Zagreb, read as if set between a crime scene investigation and a comic story. While until two decades ago these cities developed outside the mechanisms of the real estate market, today privatisation, clientalism, and the creative abuse of laws seem commonplace in a context affected by ‘wild’ urbanization and rapid capital investments set within the horizon of a neoliberal context.

At the same time, something else starts to become clear: the first, uneasy struggles for collective space start to take shape. Here and there, inhabitants start to organise themselves, civil organisations start to turn their eye to the city and journalists start to dig through these topics.As urgent as they may be for their own context, they as well hint at a new engagement of citizens and professionals emerging in many cities throughout the world. This points to the alternatives appearing from the cracks of the highly individual and profit-driven development of contemporary cities – opening the horizon for different contributions to and involvements in what the future of our cities could be.
