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Towards a political economy of counter-pimping

The field of culture, broadly understood, is traversed by tensions between two sets of tendencies that confront all who produce in it. The first opposes the potential for productive autonomy ('exodus') and the desire for one's own 'capture'; the second opposes the necessary relation to the collaborative, collective production of knowledge and forms of life, on the one hand, and the economic need to have parts of this production fenced off and recognised as their property. 

How to navigate between the poles that define these two tensions in ways that neither fail to consider the requirements of personal and collective sustainability, nor give up on any political projectuality? How to resist the short-termism and superficiality of life in the cultural field, and work towards the production of consistency and the development of collective capacities and productive autonomy? How to counter-act the micropolitical appeal of what Suely Rolnik has called the 'pimping' of creativity at the level where it works? How to refuse a choice between micro- and macropolitics, and find ways of having one reinforce the other instead? This presentation looks for ways to answer these questions by asking: what could be the pragmatic rules of a political economy of counter-pimping?
