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Hostels for Migrant Workers and their Possibility for Public Space

Many migrant workers in Slovenia live in employer-provided housing. Some buildings that serve as workers’ hostels have been offering migrants a roof over their head for decades. Yet, within their walls the role and functioning of workers’ hostels have undergone significant changes. The disintegration of the former Yugoslavia, the emergence of new nation states on its territory, the transition from socialism to capitalism, the implementation of a market economy, the entry of Slovenia into the EU, and the enforcement of its apartheid migration policy have considerably transformed workers’ hostels. Their genealogy reveals a gradual metamorphosis from the welfare mechanisms in the system of internal migration in former Yugoslavia into mechanisms of an authoritarian management of labour migration. Workers’ hostels are highly disturbing places, places of the Other in terms of its marginalization and segregation. At the same time, they optimally include this European Other into the hegemonic concept of work, which is mobile, flexible, and precarious. Workers’ hostels are micro-spatialities that show in a most unpleasant manner the disappearance of a specific place of production and the intertwinement of working and living, and are, as such, just a reflection of the current dynamic of accumulation. However, workers’ hostels are not hopeless places, but from time to time reveal spatial disruptions (provocations), and embody an embryonic social space that contains some possibility of emancipating subjectivities from disciplinary micro-powers.
