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Surplus and Centrality: Contemporary Variations of Capitalist Urbanization

The topic of the talk is set around the construction of the concepts of Center and Centrality, as the operational means to revise and critique the disproportionate accumulation of capital that has determined the model for making the global metropolis that the majority longs for. It

discusses how the hierarchical distribution of peoples, power, and territory throughout the history of capitalism has depended on the antagonisms brought by center-periphery urban formations. Through a series of urban examples and the correlated urban theories, the

talk explains how large accumulations of capital have always required a distinct representation, a way to exteriorize and communicate their power to the people, a form that secures the physical presence and image that helps conceal their labour and monetary operations. It explains how capitalist enterprise requires the physical means to project its immaterial surplus, and how architectures, urban artefacts, and cities become the canvases on which it reveals its enormous powers of separation and appropriation, of dispersion and concentration. The talk concludes with the need for a radical urbanism that dissects central formations and operates parallel to them, proposing an urbanization within urbanization with the potential to seek unity for that which was dispersed and separated, as well as to provide the tools to discern and realize the differences of urban life that have been muted by the forced centralization of our cities. The “Unitary Urban Theory” developed in the conclusion discusses a space constructed of differences and rhythms, a space created around social relations, economic exchange, and confrontations.
