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Spaces Without Time

(From Communist Monuments to Shopping Malls)

 The supremacy of space over time is deeply rooted in modernity. The two greatest ideologies of the 20th century, New Deal capitalism and communism, operated with similar mechanisms when subordinating time in order to triumph over the space. 

Since the beginnings of the October Revolution, the history of communism has been a clear attempt to introduce the public space as an absolute space beyond history, space as timeless: the obsession with rituals and parades, with an open space, with theatricality that floats ungrounded in time, the doctrine of new space without any (historical) content, the search for a New Form that will erase the traces of corrupted capitalism, Malevich squares in art, etc. – while at the same time erasing time: introducing a waiting room mentality (the famous call: “we are waiting for communism”), the zero time of history, the body of the leader as immortal, etc.

Capitalism has dealt with the public space very differently, but the basic assumption of the timeless space has remained the same. Early capitalism imposed a certain rhythm on the body so that it can exploit it, but the acceleration of time was soon raised to the highest level, thus turning the human into a speeding automat: the fascination with planes and automobiles, with the city beat, the public space as a traffic plateau that erases time, space as a big departmental traffic interchange, “only stopping equals death”, etc. Although capitalism has favoured the private room (unlike communism, which wanted to destroy it), it was only insofar as it could expose the room to the public eye: spectacles within the home, the obsession with reality shows, etc. The acceleration of time in late capitalism finally lead to the creation of virtual, ‘non-existent’ concentration points, spaces without time, but also spaces without space really. One of the most famous internet sites, “myspace”, not only is not “mine”, not only erases time, it is not even a space.

The 20th Century is thus a history of the modes of the public space that erases time. The new public spaces of the 21st Century will have to seek a remedy to this long, decisive hand of modernity. One way to do this is to reintroduce the notion of time back to public spaces.
