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From One Hundred Years of Solitude to Social Movements

The memory machine in Márquez's novel One Hundred Years of Solitude is a complex mnemotechnic device which protects the community from the loss of memory. While doing so, the memory machine does not necessarily protect it from autopoetic closure. In connection with this, the following questions arise: How to escape "the old loves"; how to avoid the state-centric illusions of "revolutionary change"; how to rekindle desire for struggles aiming at the permanent deconstruction of inequalities and injustices in society; how to challenge the normality of our individualized lives; and how to free a community trapped in oblivion from an ancient Indian prophecy? The search for refuge in imagined national or traditional communities results in reactionary multi-culturalism or openly rightist communitarianism. However, relying completely on the dispersed counter-power of communicative networks seems also problematic. Inspired to a large extent by the Internet utopia, networks are used today by societies of control. Therefore we need to return to Guattari’s consideration of struggles taking place on two levels: that of desire in relation to permanent struggles against all forms of domination, and that of (self)organization or densification of such struggles. Beginning with a polemic discussion on the concepts such as community and solidarity, my contribution to the debate seeks to examine ethical and political orientations of networks/webs, proposing further reflection on traps of “solitude and oblivion” set by the machines of specialization, representation and victimization, on the one hand, and quests for radical education, on the other.
