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Does Critical Activism Matter? 

The Concept of Horizon and the Radical Desire for Transversality

Taking a feminist perspective as my point of departure and reference, I aim to elaborate the potentiality of critical activism as the ultimate ethical investment despite ambiguities in terms of approaches and uncertainties in confronting the “realm” of the world(s) that appears through the exposure of its multiple anxieties. 

In my presentation I will address both the arrogance of the hegemonic and violent, namely militaristic “normality” that constantly provides maps of privilege and suffering as well as the networks of acting, dismantling, resisting and disrupting by which counter-cartographies take place. 

The new political spaces that appear through the relation between critical positionality and a radical desire for transversality, which produce one another, allow not only for “the multi-inhabitation of the problematic” as an endless source of engagement, in Irit Rogoff’s sense, but also for exploring or realising a concept of the horizon as a possibility,  i.e. the imaginary and change.

I will argue that that the creation of a political(-ity) of spaces goes simultaneously with the pedagogy of discomfort (W. Mignolo) and the exposition of bodies (A. Mendieta) as conditions of learning, witnessing, and taking responsibility at the same time.

I will aim to show some of the intrinsic components of these spaces and their imaginary meeting-points on the examples of the protests of Women in Black, artistic work on violence (Sanja Iveković), and public hearings of women’s testimonies (El Taller’s “courts of justice”).
