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The Crisis of New Public Spaces

The claim that there is a crisis of new public spaces is complex. First, it refers to the current crisis of capitalist accumulation. There is obviously a crisis of transition from industrial capitalism to cognitive capitalism, which has always been critical. The most recent incidents connected with new public spaces such as Rog [liberated public space in Ljubljana] reveal the crisis of the project of the formation of the “creative class”, in short, a crisis of the subsumption of the common under capital. The starting premise also points to the critical character of the becoming of new public spaces. This critical terrain of their occurrence must be accepted, because the organic and spontaneous becoming does not exist. New public spaces are key battlefields where the exit from capitalist reformism and the emergence of revolutionary alternatives are decided today. The project of the defence and expansion of new public spaces is therefore political. The result is the ultimate meaning of the starting premise with regard to the crisis of new public spaces. The political dispositive that establishes the Rog Social Centre is activist research. During the capitalist crisis, the research, the aim of which is the alternative production of subjectivities, is focused on the above mentioned meanings of crisis – on the crisis of the regime of capitalist accumulation and on the critical becoming of new public spaces.
