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Towards the Politics Outside the State

My presentation will be an attempt to interpret the political practice (political activity) within a colonized space or situation.

How is it possible to engage in political practice outside of the state? With every attempt to question the very coordinates of the existing ideological-political order, one hears the same reply: why don’t you get involved in the political processes within the system, and from that position you will be able to improve the very system and so forth. It is this consensus that should be harshly rejected. Along the same lines, one should insist on categories such as: economic exploitation and political inequalities, as opposed to ideological categories of intolerance towards cultural differences. Ethnic problems and cultural differences are not a category of the Truth. 

Any attempt of a political movement (in practice) to base its legitimacy on “ethnicity”, “national identity”, “cultural heritage”, and so on, is nothing but a reactionary position. The same should be applied in the anti–colonial struggle in Kosovo. Should political activism (as well as theoretical struggle: recall Lenin regarding theoretical class struggle), in order to be emancipatory, insist on political (inequalities, injustice) and economic (exploitation) processes? And this can only be achieved outside of the State. The point is, instead of engaging in dialogue as a “civilized” means of solving ‘actual’, ‘concrete’ problems, we should engage  in political struggles (and not only fractional ones). The case of the Vetëvendosje! movement should be closely analyzed. In other words, we need exactly what Badiou calls Metapolitics. 

